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WHEATSTONE LIQUEFIED NATURAL GAS DEVELOPMENT —  
ENVIRONMENTAL APPROVALS 

Statement by Minister for Environment 

MR W.R. MARMION (Nedlands — Minister for Environment) [12.09 pm]: Yesterday afternoon I provided 
the final environmental approval on the Wheatstone liquefied natural gas development at Onslow. The 
environmental approval for this major project was complex as it involves one of Australia’s largest marine 
dredging campaigns. In my determination I approved 25 conditions to protect marine fauna and to limit the 
impact to coral reefs, and the requirement for $13 million in environmental offsets. The approval follows 
consultation with other decision makers, including the Ministers for Planning, Indigenous Affairs and State 
Development. 

The government welcomes and encourages industry development and investment within our state; however, we 
also expect that industry will comply with the highest level of environmental accountability. The coast off 
Onslow is rich with marine fauna and provides an important path during the humpback whale migration season. 
For these reasons, I have strengthened the Environmental Protection Authority’s recommended conditions by 
prohibiting any blasting at night during the whale migration season to avoid disturbance of mothers and calves 
and also during the peak nesting and hatching seasons for marine turtles. I have also upheld the EPA condition 
that no piling activity should occur at night during the southern whale migration when humpbacks are travelling 
with their calves. 

The final approval includes more than $13 million in environmental offsets to give a high level of confidence 
that environmental outcomes can be met. The offsets will manage the potential impacts to the Cane River 
Conservation Park, offshore islands and local creek systems from the potential effects of the construction 
workforce. They include $3.5 million over four years to improve management of critical habitat for humpback 
whales, dugongs and snubfin dolphins in Pilbara waters. 

Consistent with the Pluto and Gorgon LNG projects, the company will be required to offset reservoir carbon 
dioxide emissions, which may be up to 2.6 million tonnes each year. In order to avoid a duplication of 
requirements at the state and commonwealth level, this condition lapses once commonwealth greenhouse gas 
arrangements come into effect. 

The state government will continue to ensure that the highest environmental standards are applied to this project 
to ensure that the local community and the environment are protected. 
 


